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Maudlins Farm – The Architects response to use of thin edge concrete tiles. 
 
In terms of quality, longevity, sustainability and reduced maintenance, the information herein is 
provided by Forticrete. Matters of appearance have been covered previously. 
 
The tile being proposed is Forticrete (SL8 Brochure) and we also include the SL8 brochure for 
information. This describes lowering the environmental impacts of its roof tiles. The brochure also 
sets out the visual appearance of the tile in lieu of slate, and its provenance as a UK made product 
and general technical information. 
 
Whilst natural slate is often desirable, the country of origin will generally be either 
Brazil/Spain/China, which impacts on its sustainability. The Forticrete SL8 is a tile made in the 
UK(Leighton Buzzard) to replicate that of slate, which it does well with its thin edge technology. 
With a life of 60 years, it is comparable to modern slates from the countries noted. Slate by virtue of 
its nailed fixing is more likely to loosen over time, whereas the SL8 tiles have a more robust fixture 
over the tiling batten. This contributes to reduced long-term maintenance. 
 
In terms of environmental impact, the extract below in blue, describes the impact and control 
Forticrete has on its tile products. 

 

Forticrete selects Lafarge Cement to lower environmental impact of roof tiles 

02/09/2020  
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We are delighted to have selected Lafarge Cement’s SustainaCem to reduce the embodied carbon in our 

concrete roof tiles. 

SustainaCem is a pre-blended, sustainable binder which negates the need for additions and fillers. In 

switching from a traditional CEM I 52,5N blend to SustainaCem in our concrete roof tiles, we have 

benefited from a significant reduction in the embodied carbon of the cement used. In total, Lafarge 

Cement, part of Aggregate Industries, is to supply 25,000 tonnes of SustainaCem to Forticrete for use in 

our Gemini and Centurion ranges. 

Not only that, but the density of the finished product is improved by using SustainaCem, creating a more 

durable tile that delivers long-lasting performance. This, combined with improved early stage handling 

strengths of the product, minimises product waste. 

The lighter colour of SustainaCem when compared with a traditional Portland cements allows for greater 

manipulation of colour, resulting in a more attractive finish. SustainaCem also improves the finish and 

profile of the finished product. 

Will Hicks, Group Operations Manager at Forticrete, said: “We’re delighted with the results we get when 

using SustainaCem, in terms of durability, finish, and environmental impact. By switching the cement 

used in our roof tiles, we are able to cater to customers that not only want a product that is great to look 

at and functional, but is forward-looking in terms of its carbon footprint.” 

Steve Curley, Commercial Director at Lafarge Cement, said: “SustainaCem is just one of a suite of low 

embodied carbon solutions that we offer. This is testament to our commitment to reduce our 

environmental impact, while maintaining or improving the standard of the finished products that our 

cement is used in.” 

“We are delighted that Forticrete has selected SustainaCem for use in their roof tiles – the first such 

application that it has been used in.” 
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